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Abstract

The Dahaneh Ojaq region, encompassing Sarigol National Park and its
surrounding village, lies within the Sarigol rural district of Esfarayen,
North Khorasan Province, Iran. This study investigates the socio-
economic dimensions of regional management and examines factors
influencing public participation and motivation in the co-management of
Sarigol National Park. It also assesses how access to natural resources
contributes to livelihood resilience, identifies key local challenges, and
considers future decision-making pathways. The study population
includes adult residents, local authorities (e.g., village heads, council
members), and park managers. Data were gathered through document
analysis, field observations, interviews, and structured questionnaires.
Findings indicate that livelihoods largely depend on farming, labor,
livestock husbandry, beekeeping, and leasing pastureland. The average
monthly income from livestock is approximately 100 million IRR, while
those in service or industrial sectors earn between 40-200 million IRR.
Despite widespread economic hardship and growing migration
tendencies, residents show interest in participating in local initiatives,
particularly those with tangible economic benefits. Educational level and
occupation significantly influence willingness to engage. However, local
dissatisfaction has increased due to the settlement of nomadic groups.
The study highlights the urgent need for a comprehensive management
plan for Sarigol National Park, along with sustained financial, policy, and
strategic support. Addressing Park-community tensions require
inclusive planning, incentive-based policies, and a focus on socio-
economic priorities to foster effective co-management, collaborative
conservation, and good environmental governance.
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