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Abstract

Development, environment and sustainability are three intertwined concepts in
the contemporary era, and the proper connection between them is an essential
part of changing societies towards a more sustainable future. While development
is considered as a prerequisite for the movement of societies, environmental pro-
tection is inevitable to achieve balance in the field of economy, environment and
society. In this regard, environmental behavior is a purposeful action that can
reduce the negative impact on the environment. Human performance, such as
improper use of resources and the like, has intensified the harmful effect on the
environment. In this context, NGOs can play a role for having capacities such as
being able to create the necessary platforms for changing behavior in order to
protect the environment. The aim of the current research is to analyze the soci-
ological impact of the social capital of members of non-governmental organiza-
tions on environmental behaviors. The research method was a survey and the
instrument was questionnaire. The statistical population was all the members of
environmental organizations in Tehran. The sample size of 376 people was se-
lected using the relative random sampling method. According to the results, the
amount of social capital and environmental behaviors of most of the respondents
was in the "average level and above". The correlation between the variables was
also positive and significant. Furthermore, the independent variables have influ-
enced the dependent variable by 38.6%. It can be said that the members of non-
governmental organizations, with social capital, can be decisive in creating and
expanding horizontal and vertical connections, empowering communities, using
local capacities, laying the groundwork for sustainable development, in addition
to their private behavior such as energy consumption. In this way, the results of
the present research clearly indicate that social capital can be a predict respon-
sible environmental behaviors.
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